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Tell-A-Vision is coming to a neighbor-
hood near you! With the City updating
its General Plan over the next year, the
Tell-A-Vision meetings are a fun and
entertaining way for San Gabriel resi-
dents to brainstorm about the future of
our City while helping the City’s Planning
Division prepare the new General Plan.

The City-sponsored program was
launched on November 16 at Lincoln
School with an event attended by about
40 people.The second meeting was held
December 2 at Dewey School.
Participants were treated to refresh-
ments and many walked away with door
prizes. Childcare is being provided as well
at each meeting.

San Gabriel Civic Auditorium will
host the next Tell-A-Vision event on
Friday, January 26. In keeping with the
historic setting, the meeting’s theme will
be “Everything Old is New Again:
Preserving & Building On History.” While
each meeting has a different theme, par-
ticipants are welcome to share their
ideas about anything they feel should be
addressed in the new general plan.This
might include such things as:

● More parks
● Less traffic
● More shopping opportunities
● Better public transportation
● Higher quality development
● More street trees and greenery
● Preservation of historic buildings
● Job growth
● Better housing
● A safe environment
How can you get involved? Join your

friends and neighbors and come to a
Tell-A-Vision Meeting. Look for informa-
tional flyers at City facilities, visit us on
the Internet at www.sangabrielcity.com,
or call the Planning Division at (626)
308-2806 if you’re interested in volun-
teering to work on the plan.You can also
use our Web site to provide direct feed-
back on the General Plan process.Take a
minute and fill out our online question-
naire.Your opinion counts! 

If your community group, service

Tell-A-Vision
Program Is
Coming to Your
Neighborhood!

www.sangabrielcity.com

Come Celebrate the Lunar New Year!

Please turn to page 3. Please turn to page 3.

Beginning February 1, residents will
enjoy the modern convenience of

automated trash and recycling collection.
Athens Services, which services the
entire San Gabriel community, is currently
in the process of rolling out the program.

In order to achieve the waste reduc-

“The Parade of the Cities” on January
27th will be joined by seven cities from
the San Gabriel Valley region. In addition
to San Gabriel, they include Alhambra,
Monterey Park, Pasadena, Rosemead, San
Marino and South Pasadena.The parade
begins at 10 a.m. at the corner of Del
Mar and Valley Boulevard and proceeds
down Valley along the two-mile route
ending at Garfield Avenue. All residents
living along the parade route and adja-

cent to the street festival should be
aware of all posted street closures and
“No Parking” signs prior to the event.

The San Gabriel Unit of the Parade
will feature the Mayor of San Gabriel and
members of the City Council as they kick
off the “Millennium Miles” Program, a $5
million refurbishment of San Gabriel’s
street system over the next five years.
Also featured will be the Gabrielino High
School Marching Regiment, the San
Gabriel Twirlers Baton Corp, the San
Gabriel Unified School District Board of
Education members, the Young Tiger
Martial Art program, and the
San Gabriel Aztec and Mexican
Folk Dance Group.

The parade will also feature
a wide variety of corporate
floats and marching bands.
Serving as this year’s Grand
Marshal will be the Honorable
Judge Ruth Gwan of the Los
Angeles County Superior
Court. A one-hour parade pro-
gram featuring the festivities will

be televised locally on Channel 68 and
on national cable. Prior to the parade, a
2K Fun Walk for people of all ages will be
held, beginning at 10 a.m. Celebrity hosts
consisting of NBC4 Sports Anchor Carlos
Del Valle, Juliet Zhuo and Thomas Gao
from KSCI-TV Channel 18 and Ronald
McDonald from the Los Angeles
McDonald House will lead the walk.

Free onsite registration will begin at 
9 a.m. at Cal Fed Bank, located on the

southeast corner of Valley and New
Avenue. Souvenir T-shirts will be given to
the first 500 walkers reaching the finish
line on Second Street.

Another exciting addition to the event
will be the second annual “New Century
Group Wedding.” Couples to be wed will
begin their journey upon a float adorned
with flowers, receiving best wishes from
thousands of onlookers. At 1:30 p.m.,
Judge Gwan will perform a traditional cer-
emony on the main stage on Third Street.
To sign up for the wedding or join as a
vendor, please call (626) 284-1234.

Lunar New Year Event Schedule
January 8-26, 2001

Pre-parade Celebration: “The Silk Road” Exhibit

Saturday, January 27, 2001
10 a.m. ....................2K Fun Walk
11 a.m. ....................“The Parade of the Cities”
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.....Street Festival
1:30 p.m. ................New Century Group Wedding

tion mandates set by California’s tough
waste management law, AB939, and to sta-
bilize rates for the long-term, the residen-
tial service will be converted to an easy-
to-use automated system.Waste will be
taken directly to a materials recovery facil-

The 10th annual Lunar New Year cele-
bration will soon be here! The cele-

bration, which rings in the “Year of the
Serpent,” will be held on January 27 and
is being hosted by the cities of San
Gabriel and Alhambra. General Motors is
the event’s Title Sponsor, and Charter
Communications, the Presenting Sponsor.

Stretching over eight city blocks, the
Lunar New Year Street Festival will be
held from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Valley

Boulevard, between Garfield Avenue and
Seventh Street.This year’s festival will
have several theme-oriented venues,
including the GM Auto Square, Charter
Communications Village, Shell Safety
Center, All State Business Expo, a Cultural
Pavilion, Health Fair and a Global Village.

Be sure and stop by the City of San
Gabriel booth, at Valley and Garfield, and
see the various department displays and
pick up a Happy Lunar New Year Balloon.

The month-long celebration consists
of “The Silk Road” exhibit, 2K Fun Walk,
“Parade of the Cities,” a “Group Wed-
ding” and the street festival on Valley
Boulevard.The event is expected to draw
over 50,000 attendees from throughout
the San Gabriel Valley.

Kicking off the event will be “The Silk
Road” exhibit, which began on January 8
and concludes on January 26 at Alhambra
City Hall. Artifacts, antiques, photos and
the debut of a series of specially commis-
sioned paintings will illustrate how China
opened for the first time to the Western
world over 2,000 years ago.

San Gabriel Trash and Recycling
Services Go Automated!
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Ask the Answer Man

CCaallll:: the Auditorium Box Office 
at (626) 308-2868 for 
more information.

Upcoming San
Gabriel Civic
Auditorium Events
FRIDAY, JANUARY 19
Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society, 8 p.m.
A concert on the mighty Wurlitzer theater organ 
Scheduled artist is Stan Kann
For information/tickets call (310) 217-9202

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5
Theatreworks of NYC presents 
Aesops Fables — Theatre for Young People, 10 a.m.
Check your local school district for tickets

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2 TO SUNDAY FEB-
RUARY 18
The Music Theatre of Southern California presents
Cole Porter’s “Anything Goes”
The singing, dancing, shipboard, romantic, musical
comedy 
Evenings: 8 p.m.
Matinees: 2 p.m.
For information/tickets call (626) 308-2868

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14
San Marino Celebrity Series
Benefit for Huntington Memorial Hospital, 8 a.m.
A lecture by actress/comedian Ruth Buzzi
For information/tickets call (626) 792-4963

FRIDAY MARCH 9 TO SUNDAY MARCH 11
Temple City High School Department of the
Performing Arts presents the musical “Oliver”
(subject to availability), 7:30 p.m.
For information/tickets call (626) 548-5000

TUESDAY, MARCH 13,THURSDAY
MARCH 15
The Music Theatre of Southern California with
Dance Corp of Pasadena presents
Ballet for Young People, 9:30 a.m.
For information/tickets call (626) 281-9444

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14 
Theatre Works Corp of NYC presents
“Jekyl and Hyde” Theatre for young people, 10 a.m.
Check your local School District for tickets

FRIDAY, MARCH 23 TO SUNDAY, MARCH 25
Shakespeare League of Pasadena presents the Tony
and Pulitzer Prize winning musical:
“How to Succeed in Business Without Really
Trying”
Friday: 7:30 p.m.
Saturday/Sunday: 2 p.m.
For information/tickets call (626) 308-2868

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28
San Marino Celebrity Series
Benefit for Huntington Memorial Hospital
A lecture by Elliot Engel, 10:30 a.m.
For information/tickets call (626) 792-4963

COMING IN APRIL
7  — Chinese Dance Festival
8  — Chinese/American Dancing Group
11 — Bill Schustik, the troubadour
14 — Hanyi Chinese Culture Event
16 — American Chinese Dance Association
16 — Theatre Works presents Lyle, Lyle Crocodile
21 — Verdugo Hills Show Time Choir
22 — Benefit for San Gabriel Unified School District

COMING IN MAY
4-20– Music Theatre presents “Annie”
16 — San Gabriel Police Dept. D.A.R.E. graduation

All events and artists are subject to change or can-
cellation without notice.Always call the box office
prior to arriving at the theater.

The Box Office is open Monday through Friday, 10
a.m. to 6 p.m.

$0.0139 County Sanitation District No. 2 Operations
$0.0103 LA County Flood Control Maintenance
$0.0077 LA County Fire — FFW
$0.0029 Childrens Institutional Tuition Fund
$0.0018 LA County Flood Control Imp. Dist. Main.
$0.0015 County School Services
$0.0006 Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water
$0.0003 LA Community College Children’s Center Fund
$0.0001 LA County Accumulative Capital Outlay
$0.0000 San Gabriel Valley Mosquito Abatement District

$1.000

$0.334 Los Angeles County General

$0.230 San Gabriel Unified School District

$0.161 Educational Augmentation Fund Impound

$0.073 Educational Revenue Augmentation Fund
$0.031 LA City Community College District

$0.024 LA County Library

$0.108 City of San Gabriel Tax District 1

Ipay my property taxes, but what does the City do with the
money?

Everyone who owns a home receives a property tax bill.
In fact, for anyone who pays rent, a portion of that rent is also
used to pay property taxes. If you are like many people, you
think this money will go to the City and will be used for police
and fire services or perhaps park and road maintenance. It’s
not that simple.

Your tax payment is made to the County of Los Angeles,
which has responsibility for billing and collecting.The county
retains a major portion of your property tax payment —
approximately 42 percent of each dollar it collects. Another 47
percent is distributed to schools and other special governmen-
tal districts.The remaining 11 percent is distributed to the City
of San Gabriel (see graph showing the distribution of each
dollar you pay).

So what does the City provide for the 11-percent portion
received from my property tax payment?

The revenue is used to help pay for Police and Fire
Emergency Services.The City of San Gabriel spends approxi-
mately $8.2 million annually for these important services — or
over 59 percent of the total General Fund budget for all City
services. Revenues from local, state and federal sources pay for
the balance of the service costs.

Have any more questions about property taxes or the
City of San Gabriel Budget? Contact the Finance Director,Tom
Marston, at (626) 308-2812.

GENERAL TAX LEVY
PROPERTY TAX DOLLAR BREAKDOWN

Four City Employees Honored with “Recognition Awards”

San Gabriel Community Coordinating Council 
— Bringing the Community Together

Department. Rita’s leadership in the
“Christmas in April” and “Neighborhood
Improvement Services” programs has
benefited both the com-
munity and the City. In
addition to her regular
duties as a Code
Enforcement Officer, Rita’s
leadership in the programs
she has developed and
implemented serve as a
role model for fostering an
environment to promote
teamwork and civic pride.

Innovation:
Sergeant Joe Lara, San
Gabriel Police
Department. Sergeant
Lara’s innovative contribu-
tions include developing
and implementing projects
for both the police department and the
City.

These projects have resulted in time

City of San Gabriel employees are all
dedicated to serving the community

and take pride in their work.This makes
choosing the winners of the 2000
Employee Recognition Award Program a
challenging task. Nonetheless, four
employees were honored in December
for their outstanding efforts.
Congratulations to the following winners:

Overall Work Performance:
Rebecca Anderson, Recreation
Supervisor, Parks and Recreation
Department. Rebecca is a real “Jill-of-
all-Trades.” From overseeing the Parks
and Recreation quarterly magazine and
annual October “Turkey Trot,” to assisting
with in-house computer training for
employees and supervising and coordi-
nating senior services, Rebecca is recog-
nized for her outstanding, exemplary ser-
vice to the City.

Leadership: Rita Estrada, Code
Enforcement Division of the
Community Development

and cost savings, improved training
designed to increase the safety of the
police department’s officers and the

community, and reduced
exposure to liability for
employees and the City.
Teamwork: Steve
Wilkinson, Maintenance
Worker II, Civic
Auditorium. Steve’s
exceptional performance
keeping the Civic
Auditorium running smooth-
ly on a maintenance and
operational basis, in addition
to his willingness and enthu-
siasm in lending his talents
to assist other departments,
doesn’t exactly dub him a
“behind-the-scenes” kind of
guy. Steve can always be

counted on to step forward and help
out, and his motivation and enthusiasm
make him a natural for this award.

Sergeant Joe Lara was one
of four employees honored.

For over 25 years, San Gabriel has been
the beneficiary of the collective efforts

of the San Gabriel Community
Coordinating Council (SGCCC).This
highly visible, local organization is made
up of independent community groups
and people dedicated to working togeth-
er to improve the quality of life for San
Gabriel’s children and adults.

Members of the Coordinating Council
include representatives from government,
education, historic and cultural venues,
community and business-based organiza-
tions, religious leaders and individuals
interested in activities for community
improvement.The group comes together

at a monthly luncheon meeting to coordi-
nate the work of organizations and agen-
cies engaged in activities for community
betterment.The San Gabriel Community
Coordinating Council meets to:
● Develop community responsibility for

meeting the needs of children, youth
and citizens.

● Improve family life and promote
good citizenship.

● Encourage the voluntary cooperation
of organizations, agencies and individ-
uals interested in making the commu-
nity a better place to live; and

● Provide a liaison among community agencies.

SGCCC projects include, but are not
limited to: the Holiday Basket Program,
Campership and Youth Enrichment
Programs, and others as identified and
voted on by the Council.

If you would like to join the San
Gabriel Community Coordinating
Council and contribute to making a dif-
ference for the San Gabriel community,
please attend the next meeting on
Friday, February 2 at the CHEC Building
at 261 Junipero Serra in San Gabriel.To
receive information about upcoming
monthly luncheon meetings, contact Pat
Freeman at (626) 287-6730.

We hope to see you in the near future!

The San Gabriel Police Department
continues to be on the cutting edge

in utilizing the latest public safety soft-
ware to help improve law enforcement in
our community. With funds from a federal
law enforcement grant, the department
has spent the last two years installing one
of the most modern and advanced public
safety software suites available.

The public safety software suite,
developed by VisionAIR, was launched in
three phases.The initial stage was the
installation of VisionCAD, which is a
Computer-Aided Dispatch (CAD) sys-
tem.VisionCAD is the front-line software

Police Department Using New Public Safety Software
in which communication personnel enter
information regarding every call for ser-
vice.VisionCAD tracks unit status, moni-
tors unit locations and tracks
all statistical information relat-
ed to every call for service.

Stage two of the project,
VisionRMS, installed last July, is
the department’s Record
Management System.
VisionRMS tracks detailed
information regarding every
incident that requires police services. All
of this information is then stored in a
manageable system allowing easy retrieval

and reporting to the Department of
Justice.

The final stage,VisionMobile, was
deployed on December 18. It
enables all police officers
assigned to patrol with the
ability to access automated
information from their vehi-
cles.This information will
include Department of Motor
Vehicle checks and state crimi-
nal checks. In addition to

enhancing officer safety, the mobile sys-
tem will allow officers to submit all of
their paperwork from the field.



Fire Inspector Don L. Berry oversees a
wide variety of programs and tasks for

the San Gabriel Fire Department. Don
joined the department in 1980 as a fire-
fighter and has served as an inspector
since January 1999. One of
his first duties was serving as
liaison for six months
between the Fire
Department and Verdugo
Communications during the
changeover to the Verdugo
Dispatch System.

Don is responsible for
overseeing “The Great
Escape” program during the
annual Fire Prevention
Week. He also handles all
Hazmat (Hazardous
Materials) issues for the City
and teaches Hazmat classes
to department personnel.

Don recently developed a brochure
for basic fire safety requirements that he
gives to all businesses in the City. He

reviews construction plans to ensure they
comply with fire protection codes.

Don inspects sprinklers, fire alarms
and other safety devices in commercial,
industrial, residential and educational facil-

ities. He handles complaints
from the public such as over-
grown weeds, illegal garage
conversions and other fire
safety complaints, and super-
vises the removal of gas
tanks, checking fluid levels
and gauges to ensure the
safety of the workers and
surrounding area. Additional
duties include preparing fire
safety programs and present-
ing them to various groups.

Don holds a Hazardous
Materials Specialist
Certification and a Fire

Officers Certification and is currently work-
ing on his Fire Marshal’s Certification. He is a
member of the Foothill Prevention Officer’s
Association and NFPA.

A T Y O U R S E R V I C E !

Meet Fire Inspector Don Berry
INTRODUCING  YOUR CITY EMPLOYEES ...

Fire Inspector Don Berry

Gabrielino High School
Construction Update
The San Gabriel Unified School District has started construction on the “new”

Gabrielino High School campus.The replacement will occur on the existing site while
students follow the normal class schedule on a separate part of the site.

Phase II is under way with ABACUS Project Management overseeing the construc-
tion of the $18.9 million project. Phase II consists of 40 classrooms and science laborato-
ries, a media center, a new gymnasium, administrative offices, parking lot, and softball
field. Phase II’s completion is scheduled for January 2002.

All major underground utility work is completed.The gymnasium foundation has
been completed and masonry wall construction has begun. Completion of the new
gymnasium is scheduled for September 2001.

Pictured are school district officials visiting the construction site.

City Tests Disaster Plan
At 9:30 a.m. on November 9, staff members from the City of San Gabriel were called

into action to activate the Emergency Operations Center.The Mayor, City Manager,
department heads and other city employees had a major emergency to deal with. On
November 8, at 1:15 p.m., a 6.5 earthquake struck without warning several miles below
the City of Burbank.

To compound that, unseasonably heavy rains hampered rescue efforts — more than
two inches in only 12 hours.

A bit confused? Fortunately, none of these events actually happened. It was part of a
drill involving 88 cities in Los Angeles County.These important exercises help the City
fine-tune its disaster plan so it is tailored to the community’s particular needs.The plan
has been approved by the State Office of Emergency Services and ensures that the City
is well prepared to deal with any emergency.

The City activated the EOC as part of a countywide drill.

The City of San Gabriel has four com-
missions: Civil Service, Design Review,

Parks & Recreation, and Planning.There
are five members comprising each com-
mission; and commissioners, who are
chosen by the City Council, serve three
consecutive two-year terms.

Eric Kirchhoff chairs the Design
Review Commission, which reviews vari-
ous residential and commercial projects
for the City.

“I grew up in San Gabriel so it’s very
satisfying for me to help ensure that the
City maintains certain architectural qualities
that complement the community,” he said.

William Youngblood heads up the
Planning Commission, which oversees
land use and business practices. He has
been a resident of San Gabriel since
1987.

The Planning Commission is responsi-
ble for granting conditional use permits,
variances, and plays an active role in
development and zoning issues.

“It’s a great honor to serve my com-
munity and to assist with the City’s plan-
ning needs,”Youngblood said.

Juli Costanzo chairs the Parks &
Recreation Commission, which works
closely with the Parks & Recreation
Department.

“We function as an oversight com-
mittee and review the annual budget and
programs,” she said. “I love my position as
it gives me an opportunity to get out in
the community, help with events, and
meet residents.”

Want to learn more about your
City’s commissions? Contact (626) 308-
2800 for more information.

City’s Commissioners Serve
with Distinction

ity to be processed ensuring diversion of
all viable recycling materials. Green waste
will be recycled into
land cover, fertilizer, or
soil conditioner.

Specific details
regarding the program
are being provided to
all residents via a spe-
cial mailing.
Additionally, public
information meetings
were held on January
3 and January 9 that
provided residents
with the opportunity
to ask questions and
familiarize them with the new containers.

Container deliveries began January
15 and will conclude on January 31. Most

club or civic organization is interested in having a City representative speak about the
General Plan, please contact City Planner Mark Gallatin. We will be happy to provide an
informative and entertaining speaker.

We look forward to seeing you at an upcoming Tell-A-Vision event!

Trash Services, continued from page one.

Tell-A-Vision, continued from page one.

residents will receive two 90-gallon con-
tainers, a black one for trash and recy-

clables and a green
one for green waste
only.

For residents
wishing to get rid of
their existing trash
and recycling contain-
ers, they just need to
be set out at the
curb empty and
Athens Services will
pick them up and
recycle them from
February 1-14.

Anyone wishing
further information may contact Tommy
Ouzoonian at Athens Services directly at
(626) 336-3636, extension #226.

JANUARY/FEBRUARY TELL-A-VISION MEETINGS:
DATE LOCATION TOPIC
January 26, 2001 San Gabriel Civic Auditorium Everything Old is New Again—
1 p.m. 320 S. Mission Dr. Preserving and Building on Our

Community’s History

February 22, 2001 Washington School Design for Dollars—Building a
7 p.m. 300 N. San Marino Ave. Strong Economy and a Beautiful City

The City now has a new automated
trash and recycling system.

BUSINESS BEWARE!
Fire

extin-
guisher ser-

vice companies
are not all alike.

An ongoing prob-
lem with some fire

extinguisher companies is
what’s known as “rag n’tag.”This is when
a company comes in and instead of doing
a proper service to the fire extinguisher,
they simply take off the State Fire
Marshal’s tag and replace it with a new
tag. Many of these companies are not
licensed by the State Fire Marshal’s office.
So it’s possible that during an emergency,
your fire extinguisher may not operate
properly.

To assist you in your business dealings
with these companies, we offer the fol-
lowing tips:

All companies must be licensed by
the City of San Gabriel in order to do
business in the City. Ask to see a current
business license.

All companies/employees must be cer-
tified and insured by the California State
Fire Marshal in order to service fire extin-
guishers/hood systems and sprinkler sys-
tems. Ask to see their license/identification
card and proof of state-required insurance,
prior to any work being performed.

If, for any reason, you are unclear on
the servicing of your extinguishers, have
reason to believe you are not being dealt
with squarely, or just need clarification or
assistance on any aspect related to fire
extinguishers, please don’t hesitate to
contact the inspector at the San Gabriel
Fire Department/Fire Prevention Bureau
at (626) 308-2883. Remember, we are
here to serve you.
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City & School Board
Meetings
SAN GABRIEL CITY
COUNCIL

1ST & 3RD TUESDAYS
7:30 P.M., COUNCIL CHAMBERS

SAN GABRIEL BOARD OF
EDUCATION

2ND & 4TH TUESDAYS
7 P.M., DISTRICT OFFICE

PLANNING COMMISSION
2ND MONDAY
7:30 P.M., COUNCIL CHAMBERS

PARKS & RECREATION
COMMISSION

1ST MONDAY
7:30 P.M., COUNCIL CHAMBERS

COORDINATING COUNCIL
1ST FRIDAY
11:45 A.M., CHEC BUILDING

COMMUNITY CALENDAR ●●

After-School
Program Teaches
Sports Fundamentals
The San Gabriel Parks and Recreation

Department after-school recreation
program is designed to offer a well-
rounded leisure program for public
school youth in the 4th and 5th grades.
The program is offered at San Gabriel’s
public elementary schools from 3–5 p.m.,
Tuesday through Friday.

Each playground
has a male and female
recreation leader who
will provide a sports
program for partici-
pants. All participants
must have a parent or
guardian complete
and sign a participant

information form and return it to their
recreation leader.

The sports program is designed to
teach the fundamentals of sports and
instill a sense of pride and sportsmanship
in our youth. Participants play on teams
representing their
school and play games
against other public
school teams through-
out the city

The Recreation
Department is cur-
rently beginning its
basketball season. Boys and girls will be
practicing basketball after school in order
to prepare for games played Saturday
mornings at the San Gabriel High School
gym. At the conclusion of the basketball
season, the top two teams are awarded
trophies, and the first-place school also
receives a commemorative plaque that
lists winners from previous years.

Parents and family members are
encouraged to attend games on Saturday
afternoons. For more information, please
contact the Recreation Department at
(626) 308-2875.

Mission Replica Featured 
at County Fair

San Gabriel was the focus of a new and
exciting exhibit at the Los Angeles

County 2000 Fair in Pomona last sum-
mer. An adobe replica of the San Gabriel
Mission Arcangel, built by students, was a
part of the exhibits showcased at the fair.
On Media Day, September 14, represen-
tatives from the City of San Gabriel, San
Gabriel Mission Arcangel and 4th graders
from Coolidge Elementary School partici-
pated in making the first official adobe
bricks.

San Gabriel Mission Arcangel was the
original settlement founded by Father
Junipero Serra in 1771, and has long been
a center for culture and art. Fourth of
the 21 California missions, the San
Gabriel Mission Arcangel was the cultural,
agricultural and spiritual center that in
time inspired the founding of other com-

munities. As the oldest settlement north
of San Diego and south of San Luis
Obispo, the mission also contributed to
the stability of other missions, even to the
infant Pueblo de Los Angeles and the
presidio of San Diego and Santa Barbara.
It was from here that the City of Los
Angeles and the greater metropolitan
area were established.

The building of an adobe replica of
the San Gabriel Mission Arcangel was a
great opportunity to educate and identify
to Fair-goers the cultural and historical
significance of San Gabriel to the Los
Angeles region.

Over 1.2 million people visited the
Fair from September 14 through
October 1, giving nearly 50,000 children
an opportunity to join in building the 20'
x 10' adobe replica of the mission.

Children helped build the
adobe replica of the mission.

Code Enforcement staff has been hard
at work conceptualizing a new strat-

egy for code enforcement that will
change the way in which San Gabriel
improves its community.The Code
Enforcement Division has presented a
proposal to reorganize the code enforce-
ment unit into a new Neighborhood
Improvement Services program incorpo-
rating traditional code enforcement with
an array of new tools, including concen-
trated code enforcement, “Christmas In
April,” tree planting, cleanup programs,
and other initiatives.

The Neighborhood Improvement
Services program focuses on whole
neighborhoods and centers on communi-
ty building.The program’s key goals are:
● Enhance the sense of community
● Create new forms of collaboration
● Develop a comprehensive approach

to neighborhood revitalization
● Empower residents as active partici-

pants in shaping solutions and
strengthening their neighborhood
There are currently 14 programs or

strategies that are being proposed to
augment existing code enforcement
efforts, some of which have already been
implemented.These programs and strate-
gies focus on neighborhood revitalization
and involve the community in self-polic-
ing.They were created with an emphasis
on community building, community
empowerment, community pride, neigh-
borhood respect, efficiency and customer
service. For more information, contact
City Code Enforcement Officer Rita
Estrada at (626) 308-2806.

New Code
Enforcement
Strategy
Implemented

McGruff, San Gabriel City
Police Crime Dog.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 21
Chamber Mixer
5:30 p.m.
Asian Pacific National Bank
333 W.Valley Boulevard
San Gabriel

WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 21
Chamber Mixer, 5:30 p.m.
Mission Lodge
824 S. Gladys Avenue
San Gabriel

THURSDAY,APRIL 5
Annual Easter egg-decorating
contest
All elementary school grounds

SATURDAY,APRIL 7
City of San Gabriel/Rotary
Club elementary school track
meet, 9 a.m.
San Gabriel High School

SATURDAY,APRIL 14
57th Annual Kiwanis/San
Gabriel Parks & Recreation
Department Easter Program
Pancake breakfast, Easter egg
hunt, pancake races, 7–11 a.m.
Gabrielino High School

WEDNESDAY,APRIL 18
Chamber Mixer, 5:30 p.m.
Family Counseling Center
314 E. Mission Road
San Gabriel

FRIDAY THROUGH 
SUNDAY,APRIL 27-29
City of San Gabriel Street Fair
and Birthday Party
Food, carnival rides, entertain-
ment
April 27: 3 p.m. to midnight
April 28: 12 p.m. to midnight
April 29: 12 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Crime Prevention Officer Alex Acosta of the San Gabriel
Police Department has been awarded “Practitioner of the

Year 2000” by the California Crime Prevention Officers.This is
the highest award given by the association.

Alex has helped build our City’s Neighborhood Watch
program from two groups with 70 members to 71 active
groups with more than 2,500 participants. He helped to
establish the City’s first Business Alert Network (BAN),
which provides crime bulletins via e-mail and fax to over
325 businesses in the City of San Gabriel.

Alex also played a vital role in creating the City’s
Building Security Ordinance and is responsible for setting
up the department’s Crime Analysis Unit. He is also a
member of the CPTED (Crime Prevention Through
Environmental Design) Association and the Southern
California and San Gabriel Valley Crime Analysis
Association.

Officer Alex Acosta has
helped build the
Neighborhood Watch 
program.

Alex Acosta Wins Award from
California Crime Prevention
Officers


