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SOUTH PASADENA

March 4 Ballot to Decide Future 
Of City Streets Plan

The City’s street-repair plan goes to the voters on
March 4.  Measure S, a temporary, 10-year, 4.8-

percent utility-user tax measure will generate the
revenue necessary to fix all streets, alleys and gut-
ters over the next 10 years. Without the utility tax,
the City will be unable to make repairs fast enough
to keep pace with the
streets’ continued deteri-
oration. The measure re-
quires a two-thirds voter
approval.

As the governor and
legislators strive to bal-
ance the state budget, they
are considering all sources
of revenues, including
those that cities count on
to balance their budgets.
These include vehicle
license fees, as well as spe-
cial-purpose funds such
as Redevelopment Hous-
ing Set Aside and Traffic
Congestion Relief Program monies. Irrespective of
the eventual outcome of the street-repair ballot mea-
sure, South Pasadena is still facing significant chal-
lenges to essential services and programs. 

Unlike many cities that rely primarily upon
sales tax and other volatile sources of revenue to
fund basic city services, South Pasadena has histori-

cally benefited from a stable mix of property taxes,
the City’s share of California’s distribution of vehicle
license fees, sales taxes and local charges for services. 

The City is also fortunate to have voter support
for the library parcel tax and the existing utility-user
tax extended by the voters in 2002. The City needs

these revenues in order
to meet its obligations
and expenses because of
its relatively small com-
mercial tax base. The
combined revenue from
the three biggest revenue
sources (property, sales,
and utility users tax) is
not enough to cover the
combined budgets of the
Police, Fire, and Library.

For example, only 24
percent of each property-
tax dollar paid by prop-
erty owners in South
Pasadena is actually re-

turned to the City to finance vital services. This
year, certain expenses are increasing, while state
revenues are almost certain to decline.

For more information, please call Finance
Director Josh Betta at (626) 403-7250, and visit the
City’s web site at ci.south-pasadena.ca.us. A copy of
the budget is available at the Public Library.

Authors of
Argument for
Measure S

The March 4th Municipal Elec-
tion Voter Information Pam-

phlet/Sample Ballot sent to all reg-
istered voters inadvertently omit-
ted the names of those supporting
the argument in favor of Measure S.

Those signing were Harry A.
Knapp, Mayor; Don Eggleston,
South Pasadena School Board;
Robert Kwan, Former Chairman,
South Pasadena Planning Commis-
sion; Andrew Krinock, Certified
Public Accountant; and Robert O.
Cook, South Pasadena Taxpayers
Association.

YOUR
TRASH
IS RECYCLED
Residents don’t have to separate

their recyclables from other
trash collected by the City’s waste
contractor, Athens Services. Recy-
clable materials are recovered from
your commingled trash at the
Athens’ Material Recovery Facility
(MRF), where they are sold to mar-
kets for recycled materials. 

All materials are recycled ex-
cept for yard waste, which is collect-
ed in designated, labeled barrels.
Questions? Call South Pasadena
Public Works Department at (626)
403-7243. Free tours of the facility
are available for South Pasadena res-
idents, businesses, schools or civic
organizations. Please call Athens
Services at (626) 855-7226 to make an
appointment.

City Wins Award for
Oaklawn Bridge Restoration

On February 8th,
the California

Preservation Foun-
dation awarded
the Preservation
and Stabilization
Award for the Oak-
lawn Bridge Reha-
bilitation Project

to the City of South Pasadena. This is a highly com-
petitive award that recognized the outstanding ef-
forts and results of the historic restoration of the
Oaklawn Bridge.

Participate in the Relay for Life
Join the fight against

cancer by participat-
ing in the Relay For
Life sponsored by the
American Cancer Soci-
ety, the City of South
P a s a d e n a  a n d  t h e
South Pasadena Uni-

fied School District.
The 24-hour event will take place April 5th-6th

at the South Pasadena High School track. Relay For
Life is a unique opportunity to join the community in
a fun-filled event that includes camping, music, food
and camaraderie. Contact Rosie Rivas, American Can-
cer Society, at (626) 795-7774 for details.
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Police Department
Starts Year 
On Positive Note

The South Pasadena Police Department (SPPD) has made excellent progress on goals established
last July for the coming fiscal year. The City’s fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30, so this is a

good time to look at mid-year progress as compared to last year on both crime statistics and traffic
enforcement.

MEASUREMENT GOAL PROGRESS SINCE 1/2002

Reduce Part I Crimes -5% -11%
Reduce Injury and Fatal Collisions -5% -21%
Increase Traffic Enforcement +15% +39%
Increase Parking Enforcement +15% +67%

Part I Crimes include homicide, rape, rob-
bery, assault, burglary, larceny and auto theft.
These crimes have been reduced by 11 percent
over the same six-month period in 2001. South
Pasadena’s biggest crime problems are proper-
ty-related crimes, such as stolen vehicles, bur-
glary from vehicle, and burglary. Fortunately,
robberies and other violent crimes are rare. 

The SPPD has an active Neighborhood
Watch Program and is looking for additional
block captains. If you are interested in helping
your neighborhood protect itself from crime,
call the Police Department’s crime prevention
officer, Detective Richard Lee, at (626) 403-7285.
He can help you organize your group.

When Police Chief Dan Watson joined the
SPPD one year ago, he identified traffic enforce-
ment as one area where the Police Department

could do a better job. Complaints about traffic
and parking are among the most common that
come to City Hall. A long-held theory in traffic
safety is that there is a direct correlation between
traffic enforcement and the number of traffic
accidents. Knowing this, Chief Watson directed
SPPD officers to focus more attention on traffic-
related problems. This effort was supplemented
by the addition of a police motorcycle, which is
currently ridden by Officer Jeff Holland. 

The officers responded with a 39-percent
increase in traffic-enforcement activity (yes,
tickets!) that contributed to a 21-percent de-
crease in accidents resulting in injuries or fatali-
ties (there were none during this period) in
South Pasadena. No one likes to receive a traffic
citation, but South Pasadena is now a safer place
to drive as a result of the increased enforcement.

Earth Day Celebration
Focuses on Transportation
Come celebrate South Pasadena’s Third An-

nual Earth Day Celebration. This year’s
event will be held on Saturday, April 19, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. in Arroyo Park off of Stoney Drive
in the picnic area close to the baseball fields. 

This year’s theme will be transportation.
Various modes of alternative transportation,
from hybrid and electric vehicles to light rail,
will be presented.

Enjoy a walk along the bridle path and
meet with some local docents along the way
who will share some of the area’s history with
you. Local community groups will also be pre-
sent with information on how you and your
family can help the earth every day.

In addition, the City will again be offering
a free smart gardening workshop where you
can learn about composting, grass recycling,
and water-wise gardening. 

For more information, please contact Diana
Harder in the Public Works Department at (626)
403-7243 or dharder@ci.south-pasadena.ca.us.

Calling All Dog Owners!
It’s that time of year

again! The Annual Ra-
bies Clinic will be held
on April 17th from 6-8
p.m at the City Fire Sta-
tion at 817 Mound Ave-
nue. Come license your
pet and receive a vacci-
nation for a minimal fee.

Look for an insert in your March/April water
bill with more details including hours and all
other specifics. Hope to see you there!

Library Catalog Now
Available Online

Now you can view the South Pasadena
Public Library’s online catalog at http://

library.ci.south-pasadena.ca.us.
■ See what the library owns
■ Place free holds on checked-out items
■ Review your library card account

To access your account, type in your 14-
character library card number (starting with the
letters PSPA) and your pin number, which is usu-
ally your eight-digit birth date (two digits for the
month, two for the day and four for the year).

For more information, call (626) 403-7340 or
visit the library at 1100 Oxley St.

Scene Around Town
You may occasionally see film-company

trucks and movie-production personnel
about town. If so, perhaps you have wondered
what’s filming in South Pasadena and which
stars are here.

South Pasadena has recently hosted some
of your favorite television shows, feature films
and high-profile commercials. Some recent
highlights:
✇ Many commercials including Medicare,

Hallmark, J.C. Penney, Hewlett Packard,
Unocal 76, Sony Playstation, Allstate,
Campbell’s, Volkswagen, Go-Gurt, Tylenol,
Kool-Aid, Toyota, One A Day II, and First
Tennessee Bank.

✇ Some television shows including ‘Hidden
Hills,’ ‘American Dreams,’ ‘Strong Medi-
cine,’ ‘CSI’ and ‘Democracy In America’
series on PBS.

✇ Several feature films including ‘Bruce
Almighty’ starring Jennifer Anniston and
Jim Carrey; an untitled Ben Stiller/Jennifer
Anniston comedy; ‘The Girl Next Door’
starring Elisha Cuthbert; and ‘Seabiscuit,’
starring Toby Maguire and Jeff Bridges.
The City also has some feature films on deck:

✇ ‘Raising Helen,’ starring Kate Hudson
✇ ‘Cheaper by the Dozen’ remake

The Film Location Library will soon appear
on the City of South Pasadena web site! If you
are interested in participating, please leave your
name and phone number with our film liaison,
Joan Aguado, at (626) 403-7263 or e-mail the in-
formation to: jaguado@ci.south-pasadena.ca.us.
A packet will be sent to you immediately ex-
plaining how it works.



In August 2002, the City Council
adopted an ordinance to expand

the Mills Act Program qualifica-
tion criteria to include properties
that are listed on the California
Register of Historic Places. 

Previously, only properties
that were designated as local land-
marks or local historic districts
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CITY EVENTS

MARCH 4
General Municipal Election

MARCH 19
City Council Reorganization

Council Chambers
7:30 p.m.

APRIL 17
Rabies Clinic

Fire Department
817 Mound Ave.

6-8 p.m.

APRIL 19
Earth Day Celebration

Arroyo Park (off Stoney Drive in picnic area)
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

APRIL 26, 27
Mission West Street Festival, Mission & Fremont

Saturday, 9 a.m.– 6 p.m
Sunday, 9 a.m.– 5 p.m.

MAY 5 - 9
Public Service Recognition Week

MAY 26
Memorial Day

City Hall, Library, Community Services Closed

LIBRARY EVENTS

MARCH 9
Restoration Concert: Robert Thies – Piano

Library Community Room – 4 p.m.
Call (626) 799-0670 for more information.

MARCH 17
Be Kind to Animals Week Art Contest

(13 years & younger)
Library Children’s Dept.

Art entries due March 17 – April 12
Call (626) 403-7358 for more information.

MARCH 21
Library Trustees’ Annual Volunteer Event

MARCH 22
Parents’ Internet Class

Library Children’s Dept. - 10-11 a.m.
Call (626) 403-7358 to register.

APRIL 4-12
National Library Week / Springfest

Sponsored by: Recreation Dept.& 
Library Children’s Dept

Call (626) 403-7358 for more information.

APRIL 20
Easter Holiday – Library Closed

APRIL 21-27
‘Turn Off the TV Week’ – Library Children’s Dept.
Pick up ‘Turn Off the TV Week Guide’ during the

week of April 14-19.
Call (626) 403-7358 for more information.

APRIL 26
Parents’ Internet Class

Library Children’s Dept. - 10-11 a.m.
Call (626) 403-7358 to register.

APRIL 27
Restoration Concert: Landolfi String Quartet

Library Community Room – 4 p.m.
Call (626) 799-0670 for more information. 

MAY 31
Parents’ Internet Class

Library Children’s Dept. - 10-11 a.m.
Call (626) 403-7358 to register. 

Capital Improvement Project Updates
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Repairs are slated for portions of Garfield Avenue,
St. Albans, Oak Hill Avenue, Rollin Street from Di-
amond to Fair Oaks, Illinois Street, Hillside Road,
Glendon Way, Glendon Court, and Hermosa Street.

This project involves the design of two new 1.5 mil-
lion-gallon tanks and a booster station. The final
design is expected to be completed later this year.

New playground equipment at Orange Grove
Park and Eddie Park and new walkways in the
northern half of Garfield Park.

Beautify the open space area that exists where Via
Del Rey meets Camino Verde at the City’s
southerly border with Los Angeles.

This project will be introducing a new technology
to South Pasadena motorists and pedestrians — a
safety system that involves flashing lights in the
road surface of selected crosswalks to warn
motorists that a pedestrian is in the crosswalk.

Specific Local Street Repairs

Repair Grand Reservoir & Pumping Station

Park Improvements

Via Del Rey/Camino Verde Landscaping

Safe Routes to School

Tax Benefits Available for Historic Properties

Come Visit the Senior Center
The South Pasa-

dena Senior Cen-
ter serves as a cen-
tral location for ser-
vices, programs and

information to enhance and enrich the quality of
life for older adults and to assist family mem-
bers caring for older adults. 

The Senior Center is open Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is located at
1102 Oxley Street next to the Library. The Center
offers a wide variety of programs and services
for adults age 55 and older, including recre-
ational, health and social services, meals and
transportation. These activities include:
◆ Dial-A-Ride transportation service for

South Pasadena residents and disabled
adults

◆ Daily nutritious lunch program and home-
delivered hot-meal program

◆ Free and fee-based classes such as book
discussion group, creative writing, ball-
room dancing, art class, knitting class,
French, Italian and Spanish, photography,
exercise, voice, and more

◆ Free services include notary public, legal
advice, financial advisor, Social Security
Administration, hearing program, blood-
pressure clinic, vision screening, annual
income-tax preparation, and annual home-
owners and renters assistance program

◆ Trips and tours program offering day trips
and multi-day excursions at a group rate

◆ 50-percent senior discount on monthly bus
pass

◆ Free annual flu shot clinic in November
◆ Annual health fair on March 10
◆ Monthly special events (celebrating holi-

days and birthdays)
◆ Social worker and referral services for in-

home care services, independent housing
and assisted living

◆ Annual dumpster day where items are
picked up from seniors’ homes free of
charge

◆ Free movies every Friday at 1 p.m.
◆ Volunteer opportunities

Membership in the Senior Center is not
required to participate in the above-listed pro-
grams and services. However, the added bene-
fits of membership ($12 per year per household)
include receiving a monthly Senior Center
newsletter by mail, and access to free classes.

Visit the Senior Center and check out the
new furniture and pictures in the freshly paint-
ed main room. For further information or to re-
ceive a complimentary monthly newsletter,
please call the Senior Center at (626) 403-7360,
or log on to the web site www.ci.south-pasade-
na.ca.us and look for the Community Services
Department.

were qualified. Restoration and
maintenance work performed in
accordance with specific historic
preservation standards qualifies
for a property tax deduction. For
additional information on the pro-
gram, please contact the Planning
and Building Department at (626)
403-7220.
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Take home a hot dinner
and fresh produce! Visit
the Farmers’ Market
every Thursday from 4-8
p.m. at Meridian Avenue
and Mission Street.
Mission West businesses
keep their doors open
until 8 p.m. for you!

Printed on recycled paper

Planning Updates 
Former Storage Building Converted to Mixed-Use of Retail and Loft Housing

Construction is scheduled to be completed on the Dacoma
Project located at 812 Fremont Avenue in April 2003. This
project consists of 17 loft units and approximately 15,000
square feet of retail space on the first floor. 

Take Pride in Your Community’s History 
at the Planning Department 

Computerized data and pictures of historic properties on the
Cultural Heritage Inventory list are available to the public at
the Planning and Building counter. Residents can obtain im-
portant information on historical structures located in the
city. Come and learn about who designed or who originally
owned and lived in that house on the corner you have al-
ways admired. 

Maintenance and Landscaping Ordinance
In January, the City Council adopted a maintenance and landscaping ordinance for both occu-

pied and vacant buildings and structures. This ordinance defines and declares blighted properties a
public nuisance and prohibits overgrown yards, accumulation of garbage and inoperable cars. To
report possible property nuisances, please call (626) 403-7225 or send email to: Vvelarde@ci.south-
pasadena.ca.us.

The Dacoma Project consists of
17 loft units and 15,000 square

feet of retail space.

South Arroyo Nature Park
Plans Nearly Complete

Plans for the South Arroyo Nature Park
Project are nearly complete and construction

should be underway in several months. The
eight-member community Task Force conduct-
ed its fifth public meeting on February 22nd. 

Some of the proposed enhancements in-
clude improving the entrance off Pasadena Ave-
nue, enhancing existing pathways/trails, in-
stalling simple interpretive signs, removing
non-native vegetation where appropriate, creat-
ing a native vegetation restoration area, forming
a small natural classroom seating area, and pro-
viding benches (no picnic tables). 

The Mountains and Recreation Conserva-
tion Authority (MRCA) received a $250,000
grant from then Senator now Congressman
Adam Schiff to create a passive nature park in
the southern Arroyo Seco. The City Council ap-
pointed an eight-member community Task
Force to conduct public meetings to guide the
Conservation Authority in its design. The City
Council will soon review and approve the final
plan as recommended by the Task Force.

The approximately four-acre southern sec-
tion of the Arroyo Seco is located behind the
golf course driving range off Pasadena Avenue
and adjacent to the York Boulevard Bridge. For
more information on this project and to be
added to the mailing list, please contact Com-
munity Services Director Veronica Dolleschel at
(626) 403-7362 or by e-mail at vdolleschel@ci.south
-pasadena.ca.us. 

Pictured are renderings for playground renovations for Eddie Park and Orange Grove Park.

Playground Renovations to 
Start Construction

The Eddie Park and Orange Grove Park playground renovations should be complete in May. The
Eddie Park project involves replacing the existing equipment with toddler and child swings and

a small play structure. Major improvements for the Orange Grove Park consist of replacing the exist-
ing concrete with decorative colored concrete, adding new benches, new playground equipment,
safe ground covering and one tree.

Eddie Park Orange Grove Park


