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Dilemma for South Pasadena:
When Needs and Priorities

Exceed Our Resources 
The City Council began a process early this year to establish priorities for the next two to four years.

Starting with wish lists of projects, services and policies that became the basis for “voting” priorities, the
City Council continued with a special meeting designed to identify resources to achieve the highest priori-
ties, and to provide time for citizen comment and input. 

Fixing the City’s infrastructure was among the top priorities, including repairs to City streets, water, and
sewer systems, and giving pay raises to City employees. Others identified were the Mission Street revital-
ization efforts; relief from Gold Line impacts; increasing public parking; opposing a tunnel alternative to the
710 Freeway extension; re-establishing a Chamber of Commerce; and expanding the public library, senior
center, and community services facility.

“Why do we always seem to be facing a budget crisis?” was the key question answered in a report given
to the City Council by City Manager Sean Joyce on February 12. Starting in the early ’90s, the State of
California has continually taken funds that belong to cities in order to balance the state budget. The voters
of South Pasadena responded on several occasions by approving the Utility Users Tax and the Library Tax to
replace the lost revenues. In addition, the City administration maintains a lean operation within its financial
means, by not increasing fulltime staff positions, and by accomplishing most capital projects, initiatives, and
service improvements with restricted funds and grants. 

Despite the City’s efforts, however, the loss of revenues to the state continues. To make matters worse,
expenses not determined by the City, such as retiree health insurance costs and pension contributions, are on
the rise. Most of the City’s shortfall is a result of the loss to the state of a million dollars in vehicle license fees
and a $778,000 increase in retirement contributions. As the City faces a gap of at least $400,000 in FY05 and
deferred maintenance of streets and sidewalks continues into another decade, all employees are working
without employment contracts, have not had cost-of-living increases in at least two years, and, like workers
everywhere, face rising medical premiums.

An ad hoc citizens budget committee was appointed in June 2003 to study the City’s budget and make
findings and recommendations to the City Council. The committee’s final report was delivered to the City
Council in February. Among its findings were that “the City Council must act to make up the…shortfall by
some combination of increased taxes, reduced service levels and reduced discretionary spending.” The bud-
get committee also urged the City Council to “take it to the people” by providing complete information and
explanations, and by offering the opportunity to advise elected officials. 

“How do we make our priorities a reality?” Financial solutions fall into only two categories: revenue
increases and service reductions or modifications. The ad hoc budget committee determined that “the level
of expenditures is appropriate for the service provided,” that the City organization is “efficient and produc-
tive,” and that “business as usual is not an option for the City.” Other than savings from reduced services,
funding options include additional or increased taxes and user fees, re-evaluation of real property assets,
grant money and general obligation bonds. The City Manager concluded with a list of funding alternatives
for each of the major priorities, including a consolidated general tax that could address streets, sidewalks,
trees, lighting costs and employee pay, as well as replace the Utility Users and Library taxes.

After extensive public comment and discussion, the City Council agreed with the budget committee that
action has to be taken to bring the City out of continuing financial crisis. They discussed conducting an opin-
ion survey regarding a “Quality of Life Tax” as well as other revenue enhancements and operational effi-
ciencies that are being considered. A small citizens committee will be appointed to look at conducting a
community survey and to recommend a work plan and schedule for a possible special election. The City
Clerk and staff were directed to return to the City Council with options for a ballot initiative that would allow
South Pasadena residents to decide how they would be willing to pay for City services.

For copies of the report, call the City Clerk’s office at (626) 403-7230. For questions, please call the
Finance Department at (626) 403-7250 or the City Manager’s office at (626) 403-7210. 

Framework for
Downtown
Development
Approved by
City Council

After several months of meetings,
presentations and discussion, the

South Pasadena Community Redevelop-
ment Commission (CRC) delivered its
initial report, entitled “Framework for
Downtown Development,” to the Com-
munity Redevelopment Agency (CRA).

The City Council approved the
CRC's comprehensive vision for trans-
forming the downtown area into a
more vibrant, economically thriving lo-
cation, with a sense of "place" for the
benefit of all South Pasadena residents,
businesses and property owners.At the
core of the Commission’s recommen-
dations is the redevelopment of the
Mission Oaks parking lots.
■ A mix of uses should be promoted

in the downtown area, appropriate
in scale for the site, and compatible
with the atmosphere and quality of
the community as a whole. 

■ This should include residential, re-
tail and entertainment uses, as
well as an increased supply of
parking.

■ Residential uses are a particularly
important component of any rede-
velopment plan. The typical expe-
rience, both in other communities
and in local projects, such as Mis-
sion Meridian, has been that com-
mercial uses are rarely self-sup-
porting. Parking is even less self-
supporting. 

■ Developers will need a residential
component to make the overall
project feasible and allow financ-
ing to be obtained.

■ An increased volume of parking is
critical to supporting a higher

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 —
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New Businesses
South Pasadena continues to attract a wide variety of businesses.

Here are a few new businesses that recently opened their doors:
~ Family Gift, 700 Fair Oaks Ave. #F.
~ South Pasadena Music, 1017 Fair Oaks Ave.
~ Best Wireless, 700 Fair Oaks Ave. #D.

Scene Around Town
South Pasadena has recently hosted some of your favorite television shows, feature films and high-

profile commercials. Some recent highlights:
★ Many commercials including “Safeway,” “ESPN,” “Samsung,” “J.C. Penney’s,” “Infiniti,”

“Apple Jacks,” “Chevy,” “MTV,” “Procrit,” “Payless Shoes,” “Mercury,” “Kool-Aid,” and
“Sears Fitness.” 

★ Some television shows including “The O.C.” and repeat visits from
“Judging Amy” and “Cold Case.”

★ Feature films “The Onion”; “National Treasure” with Nick Cage
and Jon Voight; and “Sleepover,” starring Alexa Vega (of “Spy
Kids” fame).

★ A television movie called “When We Were Grown-Ups,” starring
Peter Fonda, Blythe Danner, Faye Dunaway and Jack Palance. 
Would you like to host a film shoot? The City has a “Location Library” (a group of files with

photos of local properties), which is free for all South Pasadena locations to join. Any property may
be of interest as the film companies are always looking for something different. A couple of recent
examples of film company requests include: large grassy backyard without a pool, kitchen with a
center-island cooktop, home in row of smaller turn-of-the-century bungalows/craftsmen, and an
estate that could double as an East Coast property.

If you are interested, please leave your name, address and phone number with our film liaison,
Joan Aguado, at (626) 403-7263 or email the information to: jaguado@ci.south-pasadena.ca.us. A
packet will be sent to you immediately explaining how it works.

New City Tree Regulations
The South Pasadena City Council updated tree regulations on February 4, which will be effective

on March 5. The tree regulations protect the removal of all significant trees (any variety that is 12
inches in diameter or larger) on any property within the City.

In addition, regulations are in place for the protection of all mature heritage, native species or
oak trees (four inches in diameter or larger; tree trimming regulations remain in effect). A permit
from the Public Works Department is necessary before any work can be performed on these trees.

The new regulations establish criteria to consider when issuing a permit for tree removal. The
tree must be causing an unreasonable hardship that cannot be mitigated any other way than
removal, or the tree must be diseased, damaged, dead, or a threat to property or other trees.

When a tree is approved for removal, regulations require that substitute trees be planted based
on the type, variety and size of the tree(s) approved for removal. A new notification process is also
required so that all property owners within a 100-foot radius of the property may be given an oppor-
tunity to comment before a permit is issued. A penalty process has been adopted to assist in enforce-
ment practices.

For more information, please contact the Public Works Department at (626) 403-7240, 7:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Monday through Thursday, and Friday until 4 p.m. at (626) 403-7240, or come by City Hall,
1414 Mission Street, Room 201.

level of commercial activity. The parking should be centralized in one or more structures, and
located as close as possible to commercial uses.

■ Additional outreach should be performed in the community, through meetings, hearings and
informational literature, before actual development proposals are requested.

■ The Agency, the Commission and other City officials and staff must all be committed to work-
ing together toward a common vision, if the local business community as well as other poten-
tial investors and developers are to be induced to participate in this program.
In arriving at its recommendations, the Commission held a series of public meetings, had addi-

tional meetings of working committees, heard presentations from experts on economic development
and parking facilities, and met with a variety of local organizations, business people and residents.
Ultimately, the Commission hopes to solicit proposals, from both the local business community and
others involved in real estate development, for projects that are in keeping with the Framework report. 

For a copy of the report, please call City Clerk’s office, (626) 403-7230. For more information,
please call Assistant City Manager Gay Forbes at (626) 403-7210.

Downtown Development, continued from page one.

Tidbits About the
Community
Services

Department
Did you know:
� That the Department makes enough money

to cover almost 75 percent of its annual
general fund costs?

� That about half of the budget, nearly
$500,000, is spent annually on senior pro-
grams and services?

� That the Department serves about 13,000
hot meals to seniors, with about half deliv-
ered to homebound seniors? This could not
be done without dedicated volunteers.

� That a few hundred seniors come in to the
Senior Center weekly?

� That $1 million in park improvements have
been completed since 1999, with another
$737,000 planned over the next 12-18
months? The vast majority of funding came
from voter-approved State Park Bond acts
and other restricted money.

� That the Department provides a variety of
recreation classes that fulfill interests, in-
crease self-esteem, increase self-reliance,
enrich the quality of life and reduce stress?
Classes generate about $115,000 annually. 

� That the Department provides programs
that connect families and provide an
opportunity for friendships such as Spring-
fest in April, summer Concerts in the Park
and quarterly Parent’s Night Out?

� That more programs are being offered for
middle school-aged students? Call for
more information.
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CITY EVENTS
MARCH 17

City Council Reorganization
7:30 p.m., Council Chambers

APRIL 22 
Rabies Clinic, 6 – 8 p.m.

Fire Dept., 817 Mound Avenue

APRIL 24
Earth Day Celebration, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Arroyo Park (off Stoney Drive in picnic area)

APRIL 24, 25
Mission West Street Festival, Mission & Fremont

Sat. 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. • Sun. 10 a.m.– 5 p.m.

MAY 3 - 7
Public Service Recognition Week

MAY 31
Memorial Day

City Hall, Library, Community Services Closed

LIBRARY EVENTS
MARCH 9

Arbor Day Celebration
Farley the Fiddler – “Johnny Appleseed 

Pioneer Music”
Library Community Room – 7:30 p.m.

Call (626) 403-7358 for more information.

MARCH 28
Restoration Concert: Tien Hsieh, pianist

Library Community Room – 4 p.m.
Call (626) 799-6333 for ticket information.

APRIL 11
Easter Sunday
Library Closed

APRIL 14
National Library Week Author Event: Alan Brennert

Library Community Room – 7:30 p.m. – Free
Call (626) 403-7350 for more information.

APRIL 18
Restoration Concert: Three Guitars
Library Community Room – 4 p.m.

Call (626) 799-6333 for ticket information.

APRIL 22
National Library Week/Springfest

Library – Children’s Dept.
Call (626) 403-7358 for more information.

APRIL 24-30
“Turn Off the TV Week”

Library – Children’s Dept.
Call (626) 403-7358 for more information.

MAY 2-8
Be Kind to Animals Week Art Contest

Entries due by mid-April. 
Visit the Library’s Children’s Department in March 

to pick up a flyer and entry form.
For more information, call (626) 403-7358.

MAY 15
Parents’ Internet Class

Library – Children’s Department, 10-11 a.m.
Call (626) 403-7358 to register.

Learn More About Your City
It’s easier than ever now to keep track of what’s going on in South Pasadena. Whether it’s logging

on to the City’s website, viewing public postings at City Hall or receiving the latest flyer in the
mail, the City’s goal is to keep its varied constituency fully informed. Here’s a listing of how you can
keep in touch:

Parking in South Pasadena
There have been several changes to the City’s parking permit systems over the last several months.

The Police Department receives many requests for information on both overnight and preferen-
tial parking permits. The following is an overview of the South Pasadena’s parking permits.

How do I get Parking Permits, and when do I need them?
The South Pasadena Police Department issues two types of parking permits: all-night parking

permits and preferential parking permits. All-night parking exempts the vehicle from the parking
restriction between 2 a.m. and 6 a.m.; preferential parking permits are valid only on specific streets and
exempt the vehicle from certain time-zone parking restrictions as designated by
posted signs in the area. Permits are only valid when properly posted and failure
to properly display a parking permit may result in a parking citation. 

All-Night Parking Permits
The Police Department sells daily, monthly and annual all-night parking per-

mits. The daily permit is sold in one-, two- and three-day increments and costs $2
per day. Monthly permits may be purchased in one-, two- and three-month incre-
ments at $25 per month. No residence may purchase more than three months, in any increment, in a
consecutive 12-month period and no residence may purchase more than one monthly permit per month
per residence. Annual permits cost $100 per permit per year. For senior citizens, 65 years and older, the
annual permit fee is $55 per vehicle. Each residence is allowed to purchase one annual permit without
inspection. Additional annual permits are subject to restrictions as outlined in the City Code. 

Preferential Parking Permits
The City has several preferential parking districts: Gold Line, Mission Oaks Parking Lot,

Ramona, Oak, and Diamond/Oxley. Each district has unique and specific restrictions and permits
are issued to residents, business owners and employees in the areas exempting them from time-zone
parking restrictions. Permits are valid for the calendar year and are provided free of charge. 

Flyers providing detailed permit information are available at the Police Department, Senior
Citizen’s Center, Library, and City Hall. 

CallingAll Dog Owners!
The Annual Rabies Clinic will be held on April

22, from 6-8 p.m. at the City Fire Station at 817
Mound Avenue. Rabies inoculation is $9.00 per
dog; DHLP + Parvo inoculation (5 in 1 shot) costs
$11.00 per dog. Owners can also renew dog li-
censes. All dogs must be accompanied by an
adult and must be on a leash. Do not feed your
dog prior to inoculation. Hope to see you and
your dog there!

~ Live broadcast of council and planning com-
mission meetings

~ Rebroadcast of City Council meetings
~ Direct mailers
~ Publish agendas in paper
~ Publish dates of weekly public mtgs.
~ Videos for “check out” at library

~ Agenda packets at library—items available
upon request

~ Agendas posted on web site
~ Minutes posted on web site 
~ Public postings (at front of city hall)
~ “tells us” feature on website

Arroyo Seco Woodland and
Wildlife Park Updates

Construction of South Pasadena’s new Arroyo Seco Woodland and
Wildlife Park is underway. The entrance to this four-acre nature

park is on Pasadena Avenue, northeast of the York Boulevard Bridge. It features an improved
entrance with information kiosk, native sycamore, walnut and oak savannah grassland areas,
improved trails, benches, an outdoor classroom and information signs about the area’s flora and
fauna. Come tour its progress and see the plans at the Earth Day celebration on April 24th. This pro-
ject is made possible by a grant to the Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority.

Earth Day Celebration Focuses 
On Going Native

Come celebrate South Pasadena’s Fourth Annual Earth Day Celebration. This year’s event will
be held on Saturday, April 24, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Arroyo Park off of Stoney Drive in the

picnic area close to the baseball fields.
This year’s theme will be ‘Going Native.’ Local community groups will offer advice on planti-

ng native plants and trees for your yard and garden and information on how you and your family
can help the earth every day. In addition, the City will again be offering a free smart gardening work-
shop where you can learn about composting, grass recycling and water-wise gardening. 

Enjoy a nature walk along the bridle path and visit the new nature park. You may also partici-
pate in a cleanup project along the arroyo.

For more information, please contact Diana Harder in the Public Works Department at (626)
403-7240 or dharder@ci.south-pasadena.ca.us.
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The newly expanded
market includes a fresh,

seasonal offering of fruits, vegetables and
citrus, plus musicians to entertain and food
vendors for a quick dining-out experience.
Enjoy a picnic at Heritage Park located
between the Goldline Station and Farmers’
Market.

Thursdays, 4-8 p.m. Located at the
intersection of Mission Street and
Meridian Avenue.

Printed on recycled paper

New City Librarian Announced
Stephanie Beverage began work as the new City Librarian for South

Pasadena in January. Prior to her arrival, she served as the assistant library
director for several years before becoming the library director for the City of
Alhambra in 1998.
Beverage replaces Terri Maguire, who accepted the position of chief deputy
county librarian for the County of Los Angeles last August.
In announcing Beverage’s selection in December, City Manager Sean Joyce
said that she comes to South Pasadena with an abundance of private- and

public-sector experience “and possesses all the qualities the City’s ad hoc city librarian selection
committee was seeking in a successor to Terri Maguire.”

Planning and Building Updates
CODE VIOLATIONS

Help keep our community looking great by reporting code violations that include overgrown
weeds, accumulation of garbage and debris, inoperable cars or illegal construction. To learn more or
to report code violations, please call Veronica Velarde at (626) 403-7225 or send email to:
Vvelarde@ci.south-pasadena.ca.us.

MISSION MERIDIAN VILLAGE 
Concrete pouring for the public parking garage and for the south end of the mixed-use project

was completed in mid-January. The parking garage will be completed in summer 2004. New
Courtyard homes, live/work lofts and retail space are under construction, and overhead utility lines
have been buried underground.

FACADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
Grant money is available for businesses located within the Community Redevelopment Agency

Area for facade improvement. The Facade Improvement Program was created to revitalize the
downtown area. The program is designed to provide 50-percent matching grants up to $25,000.
Please contact Marc Castagnola at (626) 403-7216 for more information. 

MILLS ACT PROGRAM
Tax benefits are available for historic properties under the Mills Act Program. The program is

open to properties that are listed on the California Register of Historic Places, local landmarks and
local historic districts. Restoration and maintenance work performed in accordance with specific his-
toric preservation standards qualifies for a property tax deduction. For additional information on
the program, please contact the Planning and Building Department at (626) 403-7220.

New Sewer Rates 
On January 21, the City Council established a

new $4.66 monthly single-family sewer rate
for the City of South Pasadena. This reflects the
increase in costs to operate and maintain the
system as well as conduct routine capital
improvements. Sewer fees were unchanged
since 1979 and were not sufficient to fund the
operation, maintenance and improvements to
the City’s sewage system.

Residential and commercial users are
charged a flat rate. Apartment units and condo-
miniums will be charged 80 percent of the flat
rate, and large water users will be charged 18
percent of their monthly water bill. 

The new rate is still well below the state
average of $19.23 per month for communities
similar in size to South Pasadena, and the low-
est for surveyed cities in the San Gabriel Valley.

City Monthly Sewer Charge
Chino Hills ..............................................$14.89
Sierra Madre ............................................$10.00
Chino..........................................................$ 9.26
Arcadia ......................................................$ 5.37
La Verne ....................................................$ 4.67
Current South Pasadena ........................$ 1.25
Proposed South Pasadena ....................$ 4.66

Story Correction
Astory in the last issue of Neighbors entitled, “Placing Your Trash Containers Out Properly

Can Facilitate Pickup” had an incorrect billing inquiry telephone number. 
The correct number for billing inquiries is (626) 403-7259. 
Please accept our apologies.


